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To the Wortay Officers ' of the Militia 
for the County of Sommerſer. Fa 


Gentlemen , 

Hope it will not be thought improper to Dedicate a 

Diſcourſe of Peace to Men in Arms, which were ta- 

ken up only to preſerve and maintain it : and indeed 
thoſe prove ſometimes more powerful and effeftual Arou- 
ments to that end, than the mot elaborate Diſcourſes about 
it. T ſuppoſe all good Proteſtants do readily acknowleds . 
the Hand of God in our preſent Great Revolutions,and be- 
gin to feel the good Effe&s of the wonderful. and ſeaſonable 
Deliverance wrought by them ; for we are mightily eas'd al- 
ready of the many and great Fears,which we lately labour'd 
under,and inflead of them are entertain'd with well-groun- 
ded hopes of a free Enjoyment both of our Religion and 
Property ; That which now lyes upon us is to anſwer the 
great ends of ſo wiſe and gracious a Providence, and to put 
up our daily Prayers to Heaven to compleat theDeliverance 
ſo happily begun. 

You have mdeed done your part to preſerve the antient 
and excellent Frame of the Engliſh Government, which was 
in a great meaſure ſhaken off the hinges , and to ſecure the 
beſt Church in the World from the reſileſs Attempts of thoſe 
that ſought to deſtroy or undermine it ; in a word, you bave 
like good Patriots aſſerted the juſt Rights and Liberties of 
your Country , and thereby entailed your Religion as well as 
Eſtates upon your Poſterity. 

All that remains is, that we endeavour to lead our Lives 
by the excellent Rules of that Holy Religion, and to expreſs 
our T hankfulneſs to God by a pious and ſuitable Converſas 


tion, 
This 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

This is the ſole Deſign of the following Diſcour ſe, where 
we are direfled in the firſt place to render unto the Lord the 
Glory of all bis Mercies, and eſpecially of this ſignal and a- 
ſtomſhing Deliverance ; for as 'twas God Almighty that 
by the hand of Moſes,brought the Iſraelites of old out of 
the Bondage of Egypt,and under the Condu& of Joſhua 
ſettled them in the Land of Canaan, ſo is it the ſame God 
lrkewiſe , Who by the hand of a wiſe and illuſtrious Prince 
Fath reſcu'd us from the vile Condition of Slaves, and ſes 
cur'd us in the Poſſesſton of a Land, flowing with Milk and 
Honey ; T his is entirely owing to the great Creator and Go- 
vernor of the /Yorld, who preſides in the Councils of Prin 
ces,and hath more particularly interefted his care and provis 
dence inthe preſervation of States and Kingdoms. 

 Inthe next place we are taught to cheriſh that Love, 
Peace and good V}/ill towards Men, which will be the beſt 
preſervative of the wellfare and happineſs of Mankind, 
for as nothing can better ſettle us at home, and ſecure us 
from abroad, than united bearts and counſels ; ſo neither can 
any thing be of more fatal and miſchievous conſequences.than 
to break the Peace and Unity of the Church by inteſtine 
Fattions and Diviſions. 

Sirs, I have gratifzed your requeſt, and here preſent that 
Diſcourſe to your View, which you beard with ſo candid an 
attention ; if it may conduce to the ſatisfying the minds of 
any in the preſent Junfure, or any other way contribute to 
the Peace and Tranquility of theſe Kingdoms, *tis all 
that is defign'd by, 


Gentlemen, 


Your Obliged and humbly 
devoted Servant 


Matthew Hole. 
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SERMON 


TAUNTON 


—— 


St. Luke 2. 17. 


Glory be to God in the higheſt, on Earth 
Peace, good Will towards Men. 


Heſe Words are a Sacred Hymn or Doxology 

FT ſung by a Quire of Angels at our Saviour's 
Birth, wherein they began the Joy, and de- 

clar'd the Ends of his Incarnation ; it might indeed 
be reaſonably expe&ted, that ſome great and im- 
portant Meſſage ſhould bedeliver'd to the World up- 
on the Son of Gods firſt coming into it, that ſome 
high and eminent Meſſengers ſhould be commiſſio- 
ned to proclaim his Perſon, and publiſh his Will to 
Mankind, and becauſe none upon Earth was ſuffi- 
cient for theſe things, ſome of the Angels were dil- 
patc'd from Heaven upon this Errand , who im- 
mediately 
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mediately upon his Nativity, brake forth into this 
Divine Hymn of Praiſe and Thankſgiving , Glory 
be to God in the Higheſt, on Earth Peace, good Will to- 
Wards Men. | 

The foregoing Part of the Chapter acquaints us 
with the time, place and manner of Chriſts Birth, 
in all which the exceeding Greatneſs of his Perſon 
ſeem'd to be hid for 4 while under the mean cir- 
cumſtances of his Appearance, for he was born in 
- anInn, and laidin a Manger, and though he were 
the great Light of the World, yet did he enter into 
It,as it were wrapt in a Cloud of Obſcurity and 
Darkneſs ; but this Cloud did not long continue, 
for we read __ 8,9. that quickly upon his Birth, 
the Shepherds, that were nigh Bethlebem watching 
their Flocks, in the night ſaw a ſudden and ſtrang 
Lightſhining round about them, which for it's great 
and unuſual Brightneſs fall'd them with amaze- 
ment and terror, but while they were thus trem- 
bling and aſtoniſhd,an Angel appear'd, and ſaid un- 
to them, fear not, for behold I bring you glad Tidings of 
great Joy, Which ſhall be to all People, for unto yoh is born 
this day in the City of David 4 Saviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lord, v.10. Upon which there immediatelya p- 
peared a great Multitude of the heavenly Hoſts , 
praifing God, and finging this holy and heavenly 
Anthem, Glory be to God in the higheſt ,on Earth Peace, 
SC. 


Which divine and ſpiritual Song conſiſts of three 
| Parts 
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Parts or Leflons to be learat of all, that would 
ſhare the joy,and reap the benefit of the Incarna- 
tion, and they are, | | 

Firft, To Alcribe allGlory to-God in the higheſt. 

Secondly, To promote Peace on Farth. 

Thirdly, To cheriſh Love and 'GoodWill towards 
Men. 

Theſe three excelleat Leſſons preſent to our 
view the whole work and buſineſs .of a-Chriſtian's 
Life, they are a ſhort Epitome of the whole Goſpel, 
wherein is briefly ſumm'd up all that.is requiſite to 
wellcom our Saviourinto this VVorld, and to be 
for ever wellcom'd by him in the next ; where- 
fore as it can never be unſeaſonable, ſo does it ſeem 
now.more than ordinarily-neceſlary to preſs and re- 
commend thefe-duties to us; accordingly therefore 
1 ſhall begin with the 
Fir Part :of this Sacred Hymn, Glory be 
to God 'in the Higheſt ; this inſtructs us in the 
firſt and great End of our Being, which is 
above all things to mindand advance the Glory of 
our Maker. God Almighty made and intended all 
things for his own Glory , and there is nothing but 
is ſome way or other ſerviceable and inſtrumental 
to it ; if we look upward, the P ſalmiſt tells us, that 
the Heavens declare the Glory of God, aud the Firmament 
 ſheweth his handy Work, Pſal. xix-1. Thoſe glorious 
Luminaries of Heaven, the Sun, Moon and Stars, 


which by their conſtant Influences, cheriſh and en- 
| lighten 
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lighten the World, mind us of that great Father of 
Lights that plac'd them there, the daily and ſteady 
revolutions of thoſe heavenly bodys, who come 
forth as a Bridegroom out of their chambers, and 
rejoyce as a Gyant torun their courſe, dire our 
meditation to that Supreme Being , that firſt ſate, 
and ſtill continues them in motion ; yea fo lowd- 
ly do theſe-proclaim the honour of their Creator, 
that there is no Place or Language , where their 
Voice is not heard, their Sound is gone out into all the 
World, and their words unto the Ends of the Earth, Pal. 
19. 2, 4- 

it we look downward, and conſider thele infe- 
rior Regions, we ſhall find all Creatures buſy in 
ſetting forth the Glory of their Maker, the Birds of 
the Air {ing forth the Praiſes of God, the Fith of 
the Sea declare his wonders in the deep, and allithe 
Beaſts of the Field are ſo many Hzraulds and In- 
ftruments of his honor, yea it we go lower yet, 
and conſider the inanimate Creatures, we {hall find 
the very Herbs and Graſs of the Field: diſplaying 
the Wiſdom and Power of their Creator , our Sa- 
viour bids us to conſider the Lilies of theField, how 
they grow; though they neither toyl nor {pin,nor 
contribute any thing ro that natural Beauty and 
Bravery wherein they appear, yet Solomon in all his 
rich and coſtly Attire was not array'd like one of 
theſe, the ſerious Meditation whereof may teach 
us to cry-out with the P/alm:ſt, O Lord. our Gover- 
nor, haw excell:at is thy Nam: in all the Earth. But 


Co) 


But above all Man was more eſpecially made 
and deſign'd for his Glory, and was therefore fur- 
niſh'd with higher faculties and perfe&tions fitted 
to that purpoſe; for God hath -endow'd him with 
realon and underſtanJing to know and conſider the 
Works of his hand, anda tongue to ſpeak of his 
honour ; when all other Creatures are made only 
to look downward, and to grovel upon the Earth, 
he hath given Man an ere countenance to look up- 
ward, andto behold the Glory of the Heavens. 
And as Man is t!\us qualifyed above all other Crea- 
cures for his Makers Glory; ſo is he oblig'd far a- 
bove any other to promote it ; for God hath ſubje- 
Gted all other Creatures under his Feet, and given 
him the Dominion over all the Works of his hand, 
he made him the Vice-Roy of the Univerſe to go- 
vern and direct all things in it to their proper ends; 
nay, when our firſt Parents had juſtly forteited this 
Power by a wilful abuſe of it,and made the whole 
Creation groan under the weight of the firſt Tranſ- 
oreſſion, God Almighty was pleaſed to ſend his 
own Son to make up the breach ; and St. Paul al- 
{ures us, that havmg given us his Son , he hath-with him 
freely given us all things, Rom.8. 23. a large expe- 
rience whereof we have in the daily Bleflings we 
receive from him , who {till watches over us for 
go00d, and hath madeus the darlings of his Care 
and Providence,the end and defign of all which is, 
that we ſhould be the better enabled and encou- 
rag'd to promote his Glory ; if we take a brief 
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Survey of the manifold Mercies of God; how rea- 
dy heis toſupply all our Wants, to raiſe up a horn 
of Salvation for us, and to deliver us from all pub- 
lick and private calamities, we ſhall ſee infinite rea- 
ſon to magnikie and adore him ; yea if we caſt our 
Eye on the preſent great and wonderful Occurren- 
ces of Divine Providence-in theſe Nations, how 
God Almighty by a ſignal, and almoſt immediate 
hand , hath reſcued his Church and People from 
Miſery and Ruin, how ſeaſonably ke appear'd for 
our Relief, and deliver'd us from the doleful E- 
vils of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, which we were 
groaning under ; if we conſider, how ſtrangely 
he hath preſerv?d our Religion, Laws and Govern- 
ment, which were almoſt raviſh'd from us, curn- 
ing our Captivity, like the Rivers in the South, 
without noiſe or bloodſhed , and bidding us, as 
once he did the T1ſraelites, only ſtand Sill and ſee the 
Salvation of God ;, 1 ſay, if we are {o wile as to con» 
fider theſe things, we ſhall plainly ſee the Loving 
Kindneſs of the Lord , and may be eaſily perſwa- 
ded to joyn in conſort with this Heavenly Hoſt, 
in ſaying, Glory be to God in the Higheſt, 

Now Man being thus made and delignid for 
Gods Glory, being thus fitted and by infinite Obl- 
gations ingag'd to promote it 3. what can be more 
reiſonable than that we ſhoulda all ſtudy to live to 
his honor, and take all opportunities of magnity- 

ing and publiſhing his Prailes ; often calling upon 
our ſelves and others in the Words of. the P/almiſt, 
Ub 
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Ch that Men would praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, and 
declare the wonders be hath done for the Children of Men, 
Plal.107.8. What an unpardonable Crime will ic 
be in us, after all this to forget and negle& our Ma- 
ker , andto turn fo many Inſtances of his Love 
into the Inſtruments of his diſhonor 2 When all o- 
ther Creatures anſwer the end of their Creation, 
and in their Way declare the Glory of God, how 
inexcuſable ſhal] we be, who were more eminent! 
delign'd for thatEnd, if we only live to his Diſho- 
nour, mult not this ſink and degrade us below thoſe 
Inferior creatures, and make Man that was in Ho- 
nour to become worle then the very Beaſt that pe- 
riſheth ? how much more honourable is it, to bear 
a part with the Angels in praiſing God, and ſinging 
Hallelujahs to his Holy Name? this is the Work of Hea- 
ven, where all the Saints that attend his Throne are 
continually crying, Holy,boly, holy, Lord God Almighty 3 
and thou art Worthy 0 Lord to receive Honour and Glory and 
Praiſe ; for thou haſt created all things, and for thy Plea- 
ſure they are and were created.Rev.1. 11.So that to glo- 
rifie God now 1s to begin the work of Heaven, here 
on Earth. And in ſome meaſure to ſhare in the Joys, 
and Delights of Angels, *tis the beſt preparativeto 
our future happineſs, which mainly conſiſts in ado- 
rations of the Divine Majeſty, and ſinging Prai- 
ſes ro Him that fitteth on the Throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever more. 
This is the firſt part of the Angelical Hymn, 
which teaches us at all times to look up to Heaven, 
| | EO from 
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from whence cometh our Salvation, and upon e- 
very ſignal mercy or deliverance to ſay , Glory be 
to God in the bigheſt. 

But is it enough barely to-utter theſe words up- 
on ſome great and ſolemn occaſions? No, we 
muſt live and act to his Honour as well as {peak of 
it, and labour as the Apoſtle directs us, to Glori- 
fie God both in our Souls and Bodies; . which are 
his.n.Cor, 6.20. And how that may be beſt done, be- 
cauſe it ſo much concerns us to. know , I ſhall en- 
deavour briefly to declare. 

Firſt, To glorifie. God is daily to own him for 
our Creator: and.Preſerver, and to acknowledge 
our entire dependence upon him ; the firſt Office 
that is due-to every. Benefactor, is to be ſenſible of 
his Kindneſs, and to make frequent mention of it 
to his- Honour, and this is the leaſt peice of Ho- 
mage we can pay to Almighty God, who giveth 
us Life and Breath, and all things; I: is be that 
bath made us, ſaith the P/almiſt, and not we our ſel ves, 
we are his People, and the Sheep of his Paſture, 100. 
P/al. Every benefit we receive lyes upon us a 
juſt Debt of Acknowledgment , and. how much 
more then may the daily Bleſſings, that are mul- 

tiplied and renew'd upon us, exact a daily Tribute 
) of Praiſe and. Thankſgiving ? he that gave us a 
| Tongue wills us to ule it, in celebrating of his 
Goodneſs, and 'tis but reaſonable that we ſhould 
employ our Breath in ſounding forth the Praiſes of 


him, thar gave it. The Royal P/almiſt, hath letr 


x 
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us an admirable Example of theſe Ackaowledg- 
ments,in the Morning, Evening and at Noon, ſaith he,will 
1 give Thanks unto the Lord,yea 1 will always ſp:ak of his 
loving kindneſs,his praiſe ſhall ever be mmy Mouth, Plal. 
145- 2, 4, 5, 6- Tis 1s to render unto the Lord, 
the Calves of 'our Lips, which are-more acceptable 
to him, then the moſt coltly Sacrifices, for he {mells 
a ſweeter Savour in the humble Acknowledgments 
ofa thankful Heart, then in the richeſt Odors of In- 
cenſe and Burnr-offerings. 

Secondly, To glorifie God 1s not only to own him 
for the great Creator and Benefactor of the World, 
but to Adore and Worſhip him accordingly : 
O come let us Worſhip and fall down. ,, and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker ,, ſaith the devour 
Pſalmiſt, who often calls upon-us to make thoſe 
pious and humble Addreflcs to the Divine Majeſty, 
that are ſuitable ro his Greatnels, and our continu- 
al dependance upon him , and indeed what pro- 
ſtrations.canbe low enough to ſo great and glori- 
ous a- Creator:in whom we all live, move and have 
our being ? To him therefore are we to direct our 
Prayers for what we want, and to offer up our 
Praiſes, for all that we have receiv'd; this is that 
peculiar and incommunicable Homage we all owe 
ro the Supreme Being , and which may not be gi- 
ven to any other, for tis the exprels command of 
our bleſſed Saviour , Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, Mat. 4.4. The ho- 
ly Angels were lo far from invading this Preroga- 

tive, 
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tive, that they ceaſe not day or nigix to laud and 
magnifie his glorious Name, and are ever calling 
upon us to. joyn with them in ſaying, Glory be to 
God moſt High: When St.Jobn was falling down to 
werſhip art the Feet of the gels, that revealed to 
him the ſecret Counlels of Heaven, the Angel for- 
bad him, ſaying, See thou do it not, 1 am thy Feſlow- 
Servant, wor ſhip God , Rev.22.8,9. And when the 
People of Licaonia were about to do Sacrifice to St. 
Paul and Barnabas for a miraculous Cure wrought 
by them , they check'd their Superſtition and Ido- 
latry , and willed them to turn from theſe Vanities 
zo the Living God, that made Heaven and Earth , 
Afts 14. and if all Divine Worſhip be thus forbid- 
den to Saints and Angels , much leſs may we with 
ſome blind Voraries, give any part of it to Relicks 
or Pictures, eſpecially ſince God hath declar'd him- 
ſelf jealous of his Honor,and that he will not give 
his Glory to graven Images. 

Thirdly, To glorife God isto render unto him, 
the entire honor and glory of all his Works, 
alcribing all our Mercies to his Bounty, and behol- 
ding his hand in every deliverance ; except the 1. ord 
keep the City , faith King David, the Watchman waketh 
but in vain; a Horſe is buta vain thing to ſave a 

| Man, and as vain too is the help of Man, without 
the Divine Blefling and Aſtiſtance; our belp,ſaith he, 

cometh from the Lord of Hoſts, who made Heaven and 

Earth, and therefore not unto us, not unto us, O Lord, 

but unto thy Name be all the praiſe.; this is the conſtant 

E Language 
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Language of that Great Maſter of Thankſgivings, 
who teaches us to alcribe the Glory of every Deli- 
verance wholly to the DivinePower and Goodneſs; 
for we rob God of his Honor , by aſſuming any 
Part of it to our ſelves, and all that we impute to 
our own Power, Policy or Merit, is ſo much ta- 
ken from him, co whom the Glory of all is due; 
let none then vainly ſeek to defraud his Maker b 
arrogating that to himſelf, which is above hisSphere 
either to merit or accompliſh, bur rather diſclaim- 
ing all Power or Worthinels of our own, let us 
learn art all cimes,and in all caſes, ro ſay, The Lord 
be praiſed. | 
Particularly, in that great and eminenr Delive- 
rance, which God Almighty is now working for 
theſe Kingdoms ; letus aſcribe all to bis hand, and 
render to him the entire Honour of the Atchieve- ' 
ment , for he hath ſaved us without our help, and 
delivered us beyond our expectation , "tis he thar 
Infaruated the Counſels of our Enemies, and made 
their Courage fink, under the ſence of their own 
Enormities, *tis his hand that hath broken the 
Snares, that were laid for us and reſcued us from 
the Pir of deftruction, this the Lords doinzg, aand 
ourht to be marvellous in our Eyes, and therefore 
not tnto us, but wunto him be all the Glory and 
Praiſe : let us take heed of imputing any thing to 
' our ſelves, asf 1: were our vUwn Arm,or our jc 
fight thac helped us , much leſs may we put it up* 
on the ſcore of merit, as if we deſerv'd to be thus 
highly 
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highly favour'd this is to ſacrifice to our own Net, 
and to Idolize'our own Infirmities. Herod for af- 
Juming the Glory. to. himſelt, which was due to 
God only, was caten up of Worms, to ſhew the 
Vanity of relying on our own Power, which 4s 
not able to refit or vanquiſh the moſt contempti- 
ble Creatures, and if we rob God of his Honor, 
of which heis lo infinitely tender, we-may juſtly 
provoke him yet, to yield us up as a Prey unto our 
Enemies , and to leave us-to be undone by our 
own Arrogance and Folly, to prevent which ler us 
keep up ſuch a warm and conſtant Senſe of the Di- 


vine Goodneſs , as may engage us ſtill ro rely up- 


on God's Providence, and to afcribe all our Suc- 
ceſles to his Almighty Arm, ſaying upon this and 
all other occaſions with the Angels in the Text, 
Glory be to God in the Higheſt. 

Fourthly, To glorifie God is to make a right uſe 


of his Mercies, and to anſwer the great end and 


deſign of all his Deliverances, what that is, we 
may learn from that pious Hymn or Prayer of Za- 
charias, Luke. t. 74, 75. That we being deliver'd 
from the Hands of our Enemies, might * ſerve him 
without, fear in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before 
him all the days .of our Life. We cannot eaſily for- 
get the many and juſt fears we lately groan'd under; 
our Religion and Property and all that was 
dear to us was by the violent and reſtleſs At- 
' tempts of our Adverlſaries in great Danger to be 
wreſted from-us, but being now by the over-ru- 


ling 
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ling Providence of God in a great meaſure ſecuted 


us from thoſe {ad Apprehenlions, what greater mo- 


tive can we have to {ſerve him without tear ? And 
to Sing praiſes luſtily unto him with a good courage, as the 
P/almijt expreſles it, Pſal. 33. 3. The Son of God 
whoſe Epiphany-we this Day Commemorate, was 
manifeſted to deſtroy the Works of the Devil ; and to 
reſcue us from the Tyranny and Dominion of our 
Ghoſtly Enemies, to the intent, that being made 
free from Sin, we ſhould become the Servants of God and 
preſent our ſelves as a living, holy and acceptable Sacrifice 
unto him, now we cannot better glorifie God, or 
honour our Bleſſed Saviour, then by anſwering 
the great ends of his appearance, viz. By bringing 
forth Fruits meet for Repentance, and walking before him 
in newneſs of life berein is my Father glorified, laich Chriſt 
himſelf,that ye bring forth much Fruit, Jobn 1 5. 8. Tis 
this alone can ſhew us to be true and living Bran- 
ches of the Spiritual Vine,and make it appear, that 

we are not Barren and Unfruitful in the Knowled 

of our Lord and Saviour. | 
Moreover, the Reformation of our Lives is the 
main end of all our Temporal Bleffing-, which are 
beſtow'd upon us not to be made the Inſtruments 
of Sin, or the fewel of our Luſt and Vanity, but 
as ſo many Encouragements to Vertue and Incen- 
tives to a holy Life. Our Health, Wealth, Honour, 
Power and other earthly Advantages are all given 
to us, to advance the Glory of God and the good 
of one another, and they who uſe them otherwile, 
& — 
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pervert the deſign of Gods Blefings, and inſtead 
of laying up a good Foundation for the time to 
come, do anly Treaſure up Wrath againſt the day 
of Wrath, and Revelation of the Righteous Judg- 
ment of God. The Houſe-holder in the Parable 
expected an Improvement of the Talents com- 
mitted to his Servants Truſt, and at his return none 
were admitted into the Maſters Joy, bur thoſe thar 
had employ'd them to the Maſters Honour, to a- 
buſe the Mercies of Heaven by Pride, Luxury, or 
Intemperance, is to- Fight againſt God with his 
own Weapons, which is the vileſt Aﬀront, thar 
can be offer'd to the Divine Majeſty, and we may 
be well afſur'd, will in the end meer with a 
ſuicable Puniſhment, when the Number of our 
Bleffings will but increaſe the Number of our 
Stripes, and the weight of qur abuſed Falents fink. 
us into the deeper Condemnation. Solomon, there- 
fore bids us to Honour: the Lord with. our Sub- 
tance, which is by employing-it according to his 
will, and diſpenſing of it co his Glory. And that 
is beſt done, by imparting our Superfluities, to the 
relief of others Neceſlities, and by feeding the empty 
Bellies of the Poor, with that, wherewith too mas 
ny feed their Vices and their Extravagances, he 
that thus 'deſperſeth abroad, does not diminiſh 
| but increaſe his Subſtance, and by. improving his 
Talent to his Maſters Glory. ſhall 'ere long receive 
the reward-of a.good. and: faithful Servant, and 
be receiv'd into the endleſs. andi unexpreſſible Joys 
of, his Lord, ___ _ Effibly, 
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Fifthly, To glorife God is earneſtly to deſire and 
endeavour to become like unto him, he that. ad- 
mires another, will be apt to imicare him, and will 
Labour after the greateſt Likeneſs and Conformity 
ro him, he will (et him before him as his Pattern, 
and be ever Tranſcribing the Copy of his Perfecti- 
ons,if we truly Love and Honour God, we ſhall co- 
vet the neareſt reſemblance of him, endeavouring 
to be Holy, as he is Holy, and Merciful, as our Hea- 
venly Father is Merciful, this is one of . the nobleſt 
ways we have of ſetting forth his Glory, which con- 
fiſts not ſo much in the Flatteries of the Tongue, 
or in giving him many great and lofty Titles, as in 
the inward Delight of the Soul and a pious Imita- 
tion of his Divine PerfeCtions, by this we acknow- 
ledge our own great Defects, and become raviſht 
with the Love and Admiration of his Tranſcen- 
dent Excellencies. When God Almighty appears 
ſo. great in our Eyes, and every thing elſe lo little, 
' that we Eſteem nothing ſo worthy of our Aims 
and Ambirion as a likeneſs to him in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs, when we endeavour after the 
greateſt reſemblance of him in Juſtice, Charity and 
Goodnels, and to be in ſome meaſure partakers of 
the Divine Nature, in a word when we behold the 
infinite lovelineſs of his Image, ſo as to be trans- 
tornvd into the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, 
then do we glorifie God indeed, and declare plain- 
ly that we prefer him before and above all 
things. | 
C 2 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, To glorife God, is to delight in his pre- 
ſence, and to long for a more immediate Pruitior 
of his Glorious Godhead, 0 when ſhall Icome and ap-- 
pear in the preſence of- the Lord, (aith the: Royal Pro-: 
phet, my Soul is a thirſt for God, as the Hart panteth af- 
ter the Water-brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, O God, 
Pal. 42.1, 2. Hethar highly Values or Honouts: 
any Perſon, will be ſtil]. Covering - his Company, 
and we generally take a Pleaſure in the fight and: 
preſence of. an-admir'd Object, the like effect ſhall 
we feel within us- towards God; if our-hearts are 
inwardly toucht with. a ſence: and deſire of his 
Glory, we ſhall delight-in a Spir.tual Converſe and: 
Communion with him-here, and long for the glo- 
rious Viſion and- Enjoyments of him hereatter, 
in whoſe preſence-is fulneſs of oy, ana at whoſe right 
Hand: are. Pleaſures for evermore. King David E- 
tteem'd one day-in his Courts, better: then-a thous 
ſand otherwhere, and had rather to be a- Door- 
keeper in'the Houſe of God, then to dwell in the = 
Tents of Wickednels ;- Sr. Paul was willing to be 
abſent from-the Body that he might be preſent 
with the Lord, and defir'd ro be-uncloath'd of this. 
mortal Fleſh, that he mighr be cloath'd upon with: 
Glory and [mmortality, theſe are the pious Brea- 
things of a-devout Soul, and we too ſhall be full of 
{ach earneſt Longiags afrer him, if we are-inflam'd 
with a true Love and Admiration-of his great and 
adorable Perfeftions, often wiſhing. for his glorious 
preſence and ſaying, with the Souls under the Altar, 
: | Io EE how 
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how long, O Lord, holy and true ? Oh when ſhall 
we arrive at thoſe happy Regions above to joyn 
in Conſort with the Heavenly Hoſt, and to bear 
a part in their lowd and unceflant Hallelujahs ? thus 
have we deſcanted on the firſt part of this Angeli- 
cal Hymn, wherein we are taught to direct all our 
Actions to the honour of our Maker, and ar all 
times to ſay or ſing withthe Angels in the Text, 
Glory be to God in the higheſt. 

To which I ſhall only add this farther Encou- 
ragement, that God Almighty: hath ſo clofely twiſt 
Red his own Glory, -and our Happineſs together, 
that at the ſame time we advance the one, we pro- 
mote the otlier, he hath made our very. work to 
become our wages, and the keeping of his Com- 
mandments carries with it ts own reward, for in 
glorifying of God, we advance our own Glory, 
and we cannot better ſerve our ſelves, then by ler- 
ving and adoring our great Creator..From whence 
| proceed to the | | 

. Second Part of this Angehcal: Hymn. On Earth, 
Teace, This teaches us ro caſt our Eye from Hea- 
ven to- Earth, and having paid our tribute-of Praiſe 
and Glory to. God, notto forget the great-Duty' of 
Peace and Amity with our Felow Creatures.Peace 
15 10 Scripture-Language that great Comprehen- 
five Bleſſing, that includes in ic all manner of Hap» 
pineſs,and to with Peace to any Houle or Perſon, is 
co wiſh them all that is good and defirable,for {ince 
Happineſs. conliſts in the inward complacence and 
farisfaction of the Mind, he that hath ſucha Rs 
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diſpoſition of Soul, as to acquieſce and reſt con- 
rented in all, Events of providence, can want. no- 
thing to make-him bappy, and conſequently the 
Angels Proclaiming Peace on Earth, was a publick 
wiſh of the happineſs of Mankind, and a ſolemn 
charge to purſue the means that lead to it, and in- 
deed the glad Tidings of the Goſpel are nothing 
elſe but a grand Meſlage and Embaſly of Peace, 
to let us know that our Peace is made in Heaven, 
and that we are therefore to enter into a firm Lea- 

ue of Peace with our Brethren here on Earth. 
The Prophet [jaiah ftil'd our Bleſſed Saviour the 
Prince of Peace long before his coming into the 
World, Eſa. 9. 6. And to anſwer that Title , he 
made choice to enter into it at a time, when all 
Nations were at Peace with each other, which was 
in the Days of A4«gu/tus, when the Temple of Janus 
was ſhut, and all Alarms of War were huſhrt and 
filenc'd throughout the World ; at his Birth, the 
Hoſt of Heaven deſcended and Proclaim'd Peace 
on-Farth, that being the beſt State and Temper, 
the World could be in to receive and welcom this 
Lord of Glory ; his future Converſation and Do- 
Etrine here upon Earth was every way agrecable 
with this his peaceable entry, the whole Courſe of 
his Life being, but one great Example of Meck- 
neſs, Peace and Patience, at his Death the only 
Legacy he bequeath'd to his Followers was Peace, 
my Peaee T give unto you, Which as his laſt Dying 
Requeſt, he will'd them carefully to Preſerve and 
Maiatain. Thus 


(19 ) 

Thus was Peace the Alpha and Omega, the Be* 
ginning and End of the Goſpel, the firlt ching that 
Was folemnly Publiſh'd ac Chriſts coming into the 
World, and che laſt thing that was recommended 
by him at his going out of it. 

Now this Proclamation inthe Text of Peace on 
Earth may reſpect the Peace both of Church and 
State, the former conſiſts in the Unity and Joynt 
Communion of all the Members of the Church, 
the latter in a quiet and. peaceable Submiſſion to 
the Laws and Government of the State. For the 
firſt, nothing is more frequent in Holy Scripture, 
then to repreſent the Unity of Chriſts Church, by 
the murual Harmony and Agreement - that is to be 
found among the Members of the Natural Body, 
where as *ris unnatural for one Member to devour 
and divide from another, fo is itno leſs Unchriſti- 
an for the Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Body to 
disjoin and ſeparate from each other, there is no 
Schiſm or Diſcord in the Natural Body, no Jarrings, 
or different Intereſts there, much leſs any rending. 
of one Limb from another ; but all the Members 
ſweetly confpire rogether for the good .of every 
Parr, and to preſerve the Union of the whole ; and 
why ſhould Chriſts Body, which ought to be kept. 
more entire , be rent and torn. by our Unchriſtian 
Diviſions ? when the Corinthians began to cry up - 
diflterent Teachers, and to follow them into ſepa- 
rate Congregations, one ſaying, I amof Paul, ano- 


ther I amof _— another I am of Cephas , and ano- 
ther 
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ther 1 am of Chriſt. The Apoſtle puts this Queſti- 
on to them, 1s Chrift divided ? 1 Cor, 1. 13, 
14. thereby giving us to underſtand, that to 
fall aſunder into ſeveral Parties and Faftions , or 
to break into oppoſite and ſeparate Conmmunions, 
is not only to foment Diviſions among our ſelves, 
but even to divide Chriſt himſelf, and to mangle 
his ſacred Body ; and therefore the Apoſtle moſt 
earneſtly beleeches them, by the Name of Chriſt, that 
they would all [peak the ſame thing, that there might be no 
Diviſions among them, but that they would be perfeAly 
joyn'd together in the ſame mind, and the ſame Judgment, 
1 Cor. 1.10. when this would not prevail he pro- 
ceeds to down-right chiding and rebuking of them 
Chap. 3. 3- whilſt there is Strife and Envying aud Di- 
Vifions among yor., are ye not Carnal and walk as Men? is 
this to walk as the followers of Chriſt, who was 
both the Author, Publiſher and Prince of Peace, 
where hath he warranted any to make ſuch Rents 
in his Church, or given the leaſt Countenance to 
unchatitable Separations? In vain' is it to pretend 
to greater purity, for whilſt Strife and Diviſions 
continue, there is nothing Spiritual, or above the 
rank of other mortals to be found among you, you 
are Carnal and walk as Men, and St. Jude aſſures us, 
that whatever boaſt Men may make of the Spirit, 
yet whilſt they ſeparate themſelves, they are ſenſual having 
not the Spirit, Jude verl.19. St. Paul, in in his Epiſtle 
ro the Romans, Exhorts them to mark thoſe that 
cauſe Diviſions, not to follow but avoid them, for 

| they 
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they that are ſuch ſerve net our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their 
own Belly, and with good Words and fair Speeches deceive 
the Hearts of the ſample, Rom. 16, 17, 18. inthis E- 
piſtle to the Epheſians, he heaps up ſo many Argu- 
ments for Unity, that *tis to be wonder'd how any 
that reads and afſents to them,can have any hand or 
heart in cauſing Diviſions, for he there tells us that 
there is but one Body, of which we are all Mem- 
bers, one Spirit that animates and enlivens them 
all, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God 
and Father of all, and that we are all call'd into 
one hope of our calling, and fince our whole Re- 
ligion is founded upon Unity, why ſhould our 
Minds and Aﬀections be divided; in his Epiſtle to 
the Philippians, he thus affeCtionately beſpeaks them; 
If there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, 
if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels of mercies 
fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the ſame 
Love, being of one accord and of one mind, Philip. 2. 
1,2. tis hard to find any thingin the whole Bible (o 
paffionacely or importunately urg'd, for the Apoſtle 
reckons up all, that can be thought dear and ob- 
liging, he puts together the molt winning and mel- 
ting conliderations, and conjures them by 
all that is venerable and Sacred, to unite in the 
Worſhip of God, and with one Heart, and one 
Mouth to glorifie our Great Creator, by all which 
it manifeſtly appears, what a mighty ſtreſs both 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles have pur upon the Union 
and Joynt Communion of all good Chriſtians, and 

D how 


C22) 


how tender a regard we ought ſtill to have for the 
Peace and Unity of the Church. 

Let none then ſuffer themſelves to be fo far 
Tranſported with a blind Zeal, as upon light Oc- + 
caſions, to diſturb the Churches Peace, or diſſolve 
the ſacred Tye and Union of Chriſts Body, but 
rather let us always remember this Part of the An- 

els Charge, on Earth Peace, even the Peace of 
the Church. 

Secondly, The Peace of the State too 1s another 
Part of this Angelical Meflage, and this conlifts 
in a quiet Submiſſion to the Laws and Confticuti- 
ons of our Country, for theſe being the ſtanding 
Rules of Government, and the Pillars that keep 
up and ſupport the whole Frame, ought to be in- 
violably obſerv'd and maintain'd,by all that would 
reap the benefit of them, inſomuch that neither 
may Superiors difpence with the Obligations, nor 
Mn withdraw their Obedience from-them ; for 
the Authority and Rights of both are all founded 
upon the Laws, and it theſe Props be taken away, 
all things fall aſunder of themſelves, and naturally 
run into diſlolution,and therefore to preſerve Peace 
en Earth, nothing can be more neceſſary, then to 
make the Lawsthe Rule of our Actions, and to pay 
a due Reverence and Obedience to them, other- 
wiſe we may ask the like Queſtion, as the Prophet 
did of King Abab, what Peace, while the Whore- 
doms of Jezebel, and the publick Oppreſfſions are 
lo many 2? St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Remars, ex- 
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horts them, if it be poſſible, as much as lyeth'in you, live 
peaceably with all Men, Rom. 12.1 8. where the Terms, 
if it be poſſible, as much as lyeth in you, plainly im- 
plies that this may be ſometimes not only difficulc 
but impoſſible, and that if in any Caſe muſt be 
when the Laws, by which we are to be Govern'd, 
are laid aſide, and the Bond of Peace, that ſhould 
keep People together is violated, in this Caſe, all 
that lyeth in us, is to ſeek by all good means to re- 
ſtore the broken Laws to their tull Force, to ce- 
ment the Bond and preſerve it entire, endeavouring 
to keepthe Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, 
in his Epiitle to the Hebrews, he exhorts us, to fol- 
low Peace with all Men, and Holineſs without which no 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. where the ex- 
preſfiion of following Peace, imports that ſome- 
times it may ſeem to fly from us, and that ſome 
Men by the publick Breaches and Violation of 
Laws may drive it away, but ſtill we are requir'd 
to follow it, and not ceaſe the purſuit, till we have 
Endeavoured by all warrantable ways to regain 
and ſettle it. And that becauſe without this peace- 
able diſpoſition, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, for 
Heaven is the Region of Peace and Tranquility, 
and ſuch as do not defire and labour for ic here, 
are not qualify'd, to Enjoy it hereafter. 

Yea, ſuch is the amiableneſs of Peace, that one 
would think, it ſhould inflame our Deltres, and 
excite our utmoſt Endeavours after it ; Behold how 
good and pleaſant « thing it is for Brethren to dwell toge- 
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ther in Unity, Pſal. 133. 4. it is like the: precious 
Oyntment, power'd upon the Head of Aaron, that 
ran down upon his Beard, and from thence to the 
very Skirts of his Garments, ſignifying to us, that 
Love and Unity,carry that ſweet Savour with them 
which not only chears the Heads, and Governors 
of Countries, but is deriv'd down to all their Sub- 
Je&ts, who partake of the Odor, and are retreſh'd 
with the Bleſſings of Peace ; *cis this gives the re- 
liſh to all other Blefſings, without which we can 
find no Sweetneſs or Comfort in any thing we En- 
joy, tis Peace, that gives every one to fit quietly 
under his own Vine, and to reap the Fruits of his 
own Labour and Induſtry, in a word is this alone 
that keeps up the Order and Harmony of the 
World, and preſerves all things from Ruin and 
Contulton. | 

But the true worth and value of Peace is beſt 
known by the want of it; how many and great 
are the Miſeries and Delolations that attend Civil 
Commotions, what Invalions of Property, what 
diflolution of Government, what Rapine, Plunder 
and Profanation of things Sacred are the certain 
and unhappy Effects of it ? Fields dyed in Blood 
and cover'd with the Carkaſles of the Slain, plain- 
ly ſhews the Excellency of Peace, the doleful crys 
of Orphans and Widows bereft of their neareſt 
Relations may inſtruct us in the Calamities of War, 
and teach us to joyn with the Heavenly Hoſt, in 


ſlaying, on Earth Peace. 
| But 
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But is this a time may ſome ſay to Preach Peace, 
when there are ſo many lowd and neceſlary A- 
larms to War ? Yes,we read the Angels Proclaim'd 
ic upon Chriſts Birth, and we may very fitly re-- 
new and publiſh the ſame Meflage at the Celebra- 
tion of it, - betides though War be the laſt refuge 
of oppreſled Innocency and an Appeal to Heaven 
for the Succour and Defence of a Righteous Cauſe, 
yet Peace 1s, or ought to be, the main end of it,and 
as we have good Reaſon to believe this the. ſole 
Delign of thole worthy Perlons, that ſo lately in- 
gag d in it, ſo have we by the Bleſſing of God little 
reaſon to doubt the bappy iſſue and event of it,the 
Almighty having prevented our Withes and given 
us the Bleſſing, betore we could either ask or ex- 
pect it. _— ; 

But how may we beſt fulfil the Angels Charge, 
and moſt Eftectually promote this Peace on 
Earth * | 

This being ſo pious and good a Queſtion may 
very well deſerve a word or. two by way of 
Anſwer. 

And Fir/t, for the Peace of the Church, know 
that our Agreement in the ſubſtantial parts of Re- 
ligion and Divine Worſhip is a ſufficient Ground 
and Foundation forUnity,for ſince we all own and 
Worſhip the ſame God, having the ſame common 
wants in this Life,and the ſame Hopes and Expecta-» 
tions in the next, why may we not joyn together 
with one Heart and one Mouth to implore the lame 

things £ 
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things?is it not enough to be at a diſtance where we 
differ, but muſt we be ſo too where we are agreed? 
is Unity ſuch a rrifling and inconfiderable Mat- 
ter that we can be content to part with it for every 
liccle Circumſtance though appointed only for the 
ſake of Order and Decency ? and when St. Paul ex- 
horts us, if it be poſſible as much as lyeth in us to 
follow Peace and Unity, ſhall we make it our buſi- 
neſs by a wilful Violation of Laws to drive it from 
us? the Apoſtle's Advice is, Nevertheleſs where- 
unto we have already atrain'd, let us walk by the 
ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame things, Philip. 3.1 6. 
having the ſame Creed or Rule of Faith, the ſame 
object Matter and Ends of Divine Worſhip, what 
is there left, that may juſtifie a paſſion, and much 
leſs warrant ſeparation ? *tis but to Unite where 
we arc agreed, and we ſhall quickly ſee that the 
diſtance will not be great where we difter, he that 
can joyn in the Worſhip and Communion of the 
Church to be render'd capable of an Office, and to 
ſerve a turn, may reaſonably think it his Duty ill 
ro do ſo, to ſerve the much greater ends of Peace 
and Unity; wherefore let us confine our Zeal to the 
more'weighty and ſubſtantial parts of Religion,and 
not ſuffer it to ſpend it ſelf about the little Circum- 
ſtances and Modes of Worſhip, which ought not 
ro come into Competition with the Churches Peace, 
this is the way to promote the ſo much defirdUnity, 
and [ think I may preſume to affirm, that had half 
that time been employ'd in the inward ſerious Acts 
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of Divine Worſhip, that have been ſpent in writing: 
and diſputing about the outward Schems and Cir- 
cumſtances of ir, it might have produc'd far better 
Effets, and would in the end have turn'd to a 
much better account. | | 

Secondly, For the Peace of the State, Labour to 
ſubdue all manner of Pride, envyings and an im- 
moderate Love of worldly Intereſt; for all thele ap- 
parently tend to diſturb ir, as for Pride, that hath 
ſo great a hand in all manner of contentions, that 
Solomon aſcribes them wholly.to it, Prov. 13.1 0.0n- 
ly by Pride cometh Contention, for he that hath a high 
and overweening Opinion of himſelf will be apt 
to aſſume too much to himſelf, and yield too little 
to other Men which naturally leads to dilcord and 
diflention, and therefore St. Pau! having exhorted the 
Philippians to unanimity,Phil, 2.1, 2. be immediate- 
ly fſubjoyn'd this advice as a means to it, lt nothing 
be done through ſtrife or vain Glory, but in lowlineſs of mind, 
let each Eſteemother better then himſelf, Verl. 3. Humili- 
ty takes away the fewel of Contention, and by 
Acts of Meekneſs and Condeſcentions turns away 
that wrath which is apt to inrage the Mind, and in- 
flame it into thoughts of Revenge. 

Moreover, Envy like the Sun Darts it's hotteſt 
Beams on the riſing ground, and puts Men upon. 
ftudying all ways of pulling down others that are 
any way mounted above themfelves, whereas a. 

uiet and fedate mind will acquieſce inthe Witdom: 
of Divine Providence and rather rejovce than re- 
pine at anotaers Proſperity. . Bur 
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But above all ſelf Love or an inordinate Deſire 
of Worldly Intereſt is the moſt frequent -and no- 
torious diſturber of the Peace of the World ; for 
he that is immoderately addicted to his ſecular De- 
ſigns will ſtick at no Laws, either of Godwor Man, 
to gratifie his Ambition and Avarice, he will jump 
over the Rights, Liberties and even the Lives of 
any, to arrive at his own ends, and care not how 
he tramples on others , ſo he may bur lift him- 
ſelf the higher. The Royal P/almiſt tells us, that the 
Kings of the Earth ſometimes ſet themſelves, and the Rulers 
take Counſel together againſt the Lord and againſt his as 
nointed, ſaying let us break their Bands aſunder, and caſt a- 
Way their Cords from us, Plal.2.1,2.but he withal adds, 
that be that ſitteth in the Meaven ſhall laugh at the folly 
of ſuch Attempts, and often meets chem with dilap- 
pointment and a Curſe, fruſtrating their wicked and 
bloody Deſ:gns, and bringing them to the vileſt 
{ſhame and diſgrace by thoſe very means,by which 
they ſought to advance their own Glory wherefore 
we muſt mortity all ſuch ſinful and unruly afteti- 
ons, it we will heartily joyn in this Angelical wiſh, 
)n Earth Peace from whence I proceed to the 

Laſt Part, of this ſacred Hymn. Good will to- 
wards Men. Thus teaches us to cheriſh a Brotherly 
Love and Kindneſs amongſt Chriſtians, and to be 
ſo far from injuring any Perſon,as to be ever read 
| toperform all good Offices to all Men, be kindly af- 
' feftioned one to another, ſaith the Apoſile in Brotherly Love, 

| Rom. 12. 10. which he after explains, by rejuycing 
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with them that rejoyce and weeping with them that weep, Syrn” 
pathizing with our Brethren in all Conditions, and bear- 
ing a ſhare both in the Joys and Sorrows of one ano- 
ther, Love thinketh no ew to his Neighbour, ſaith the ſame As 
poſtle, Rom. 1 3.10.'tis ſo far from doing any,thar it har- 
bours not the leaſt thought of it, but contrarywile is 
{till forward to do good, and not only to wiſh but upon 
all occaſions to promote his Neighbours weltare. 

This is indeed a Debt we all owe to Humane Na- 
cure, which as we all partake of, ſo ought we to pay ita 
due and ſuitable reſpect, for as Men, we are ally'd toge- 
cher in the Natural Bond of Brotherhood, and are Mem- 
bers one of another, we have the ſame Father in Heaven 
who made and takes care of us all, our earthy Extracti- 
on too is all alike, for Adam was the Father of us all, and 
Eve the Mother of all living ; the Pritice and the Beg» 
ger ſprang from the ſame Stock, and the meaneſt Perſon 
may in this ſence vye Antiquity and compare Families 
with the greateſt Monarch; we are all form'd too of the 
fame Mold, and mult equally return to the ſame Duſt. 
So that to Love our Neighbour is in effect ro love our 
ſelves, he being bur ſelf multiplyed and enlarg'd into a» 
nother Perſon, and to be kind to him is only to cheriſh 
our own Fleſh, by which it appears to be unnatural to 
hate or deſpiſe any of our Brethren, who partake of one 
common Nature with our ſelves, and derive their Pedi- 
gree from the ſame Original, yea if we conſider that l1g- 
nal honour, which Chriſt hath done our human Nacure 
by aſluming and uniting it to the Divine, we ſhall ſee 
higher reaſon to honour and do all good Offices to it in 
the meaneſt Perſon , but then if to the common tye of 

E Nature, 
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Nature, we add the ſacred Bond of Religion and Chri- 
ſtianity , we ſhall find our Obligations ro Love and 
good Will ro grow much ſtronger upon us ; for we are 
all Members of Chriſt*s Body, and conjoyn'd together in 
a Spiritual Fraternity ; at our Baptiſm we enter'd into a ho- 
ly League of Peace and Amity with Chriſt and one ano- 
ther, liſting our ſelves under his Banner, and thereby b2- 
came ſo many {worn Brethren to each other,and having 
thus engag'd our ſelves in the ſame Warfare, having the 
ſame Captain of our Salvation-to fight under, the ſame 
Enemies to fight againſt, and the ſame Crown of Glory 
co reward our Enterpriſes, what infinite reaſon have we 
to cheriſh an unfeigned Love and good Will, and mucu- 
ally to lend and receive Succors from one another ? Eſ- 
pecially conſidering | 
Secondly, That God hath plac'd all Mea in a condition 
of mutual need and dependence upon one another, on 
purpoſe to maintain benevolence and good will : there 
is no one Man fo liberally ſtock'd with all thele earthly 
Bleflings, as to be able to live without another, leaſt he 
might from thence be tempted to deſpiſe them, but God 
in his Wiſdom hath diſpens'd his Gifts in various Kinds 
and Meaſures, to render us neceſſary and helpful one to 
another, the Prince depends on the labour of thePeaſant, 
and the Wealth and Honour of the greateſt Perſons,are 
{upported by the Plough : This the 4po/ile hath elegant- 
ly ſet forth to us by the familiar reſemblance of the na- 
tural Body ; wherein, there are many Members, and all have 
not the ſame Office ; bur the different Faculties and Opera- 
tions of each are for the uſeand benefit of the whole ; the 
Eye ſces not for it ſelf, but for the other Members,and is 


ſet 
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ſet up as a Light to dire&t them, the Feet ſerveto ſup- 
port and carry about the other Parts, and the hand a&s 
and labours for them all, and the like may be ſaid of the . 
other Members , which are all plac'd in ſuch a mutual 
ſubſervience to the whole, that none can want the help 
and afhiſtance of another,the Eye cannot ſay to the hand, 
I have no need of thee,nor the hand to the Feer, I have 
no need of you ; for they have all need one of another ; 
juſt ſo is it in the public Bodies of States and Kingdoms, 
wherein as there are many Members , ſo have each of 
them their peculiar Funtions and Employments,the exetrcilc 
whereof are all neceſſary for the public wellfare ; ſome 
are to be as eyes and guidesto the blind, others as Feet to 
the Lame and Impotent ; ſome to ſupply the place of 
the Head,to aſſiſt with their Counſel and Direction, 0- 
thers of the hand to be uſeful by their Labour and Ins 
duſtry,and fince every one ſtands in ſuch a mutual rela- 
tion,need and dependance upon each other tis the high- 
eſt reaſon,that we ſhould bear a ſuitable love and kind- 
neſs rowards them,joyning with the Angels in this Part 
of tte Song too, and ſaying Good Will towards Men, More- 
ovV-r, 

Thirdly, The Mutability and Inconſtancy of human 
Afﬀairs may ſhew it to be not only our Duty, bur our 
Wiſdom and Intereſt to preſerve a brotherly Love and 
Benevolence towards all Men; for there is no condition 
of Life in this World ſo fix'd and permanent,as to be out 
of the danger or reach of change, and every one may 
take their turns of wanting and deſiring anothers kind- 
neſs, we ſeethe Crowns of Princes may be fhaken,and 


the greateſt Kings that have ever fate on a Throne have 
E 3 been 
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been expos'd tothe Storms and Tempeſts of Fortune, he | 


that is great and honorable to day, may be mean and 
miſerable to morrow,and thoſe that are ſeated on the 


| highelt rounds and pinacles of honor,may upon the curn 


of the wheel b2 brought down, and have theic honor 
laid in the daſt,this is a plain Leſflon to the greateſt Men, 
not to hate or inſult upon their Inferiors, bur rather to a- 
bandon all inſolence and cruelty, and to be ever prone 
to Acts of humanity and good will towards allMen, quod 
cuiquam contigit, cuivis poteſt, that which hath happened to 
one Man, may befal another, and therefore that excel- 
lent Rule of our Bleſſed Saviour ought to govern us in 
all our Actions, whatſoever you would that Men ſhould do to 
you, do even ſo to them ; they that are ar preſent in need 
and neceſlity are to be reliev'd and pityed, not knowing 
how ſoon their calamities may become our own lot; 'tis 
ſtory'd of Scipio, that Noble Roman, that he was deeply 
affected with the ruin of Carthage,the Rival City to Rome, 
and brake forth into Tears to fee it in Flames ; becauſe 
25 himſelf declar'd, he knew not how ſoon the ſame Fate 
might betide their own City, tho' She then fate as the 
Empreſs and Glory of the World. "The like ſerious conſfi- 
deration of the great variableneſs and uncertainty of our 
own condition, might work in us the like eftects of com- 
paſſion and tenderneſs, teaching us to bear one anothers buy - 
den,and ſhew Mercy and Loving Kindnels co all Men, 
were it poſſible indeed fo to fix the wheel of Providence 
asto keep it from turning, could we giveLaws to Fate, 
orpreſcribethe meaſure and continuance of our own Proſ- 
perity,there might be then ſome colour for admiring our 


ſelves, and looking down with contempt on the more 
abject 
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| abject Condition of other Men 3 but ſince time and ' 
| chancehappens to all,and he that now flouriſketh in af 
| fluence and plenty may 'ere long be ſtrip of all,and find 
' his worlaly comforts, like lo many wither'd Leaves, 
dropping from him ; ſure nothing can better become ns 
then Hearts fall'd with. love and gratitude unto God, \ 
and with mercy, kindneſs and good will rowards Men. 
But above all, the Example of our Blefled Saviour 
- may moſt effeCtually inſtru us in this Leflon of of good 
will towards Men; for he hath given the higheſt and moſt 
unparalel'd inſtance of it to Mankind : he left his Glory 
ro take our Nature and Infirmities upon him, and ſtill 
wenr «p and down doing good,to teach us to learn and do like- 
wiſe, though he thought it no Robbery to be equal with 
| God,yer he took it for no diſparagement to be made like 
” unto Man, and the better to ſerve us, was content to take 
upon him the Vile and Deſpicable form of a Servant, he 
' liv'd a miſerable life for our ſake, which ar laſt clos'd 
up in a barbarous and accurſed Death ; yea he vouchs 
ſafed to lay down his Life for his very Enemies, and 
made his Blood to atone for the Sins of thoſe that ſhed 
ir, which made the Beloved Diſciple cry out, behold 
what manner of Love is this, wherewith the Son of God 
hath loved us? Now did Chriſt condeſcend thus low 
for our Good, and ſhall we think it much to condeſcend 
a little for the good of one another? did he go up and 
down doing good to the Souls and Bodies of men, and 
{hall we go up and down to do all the evil and miſchief 
we can to both ? Hath he commanded us, to love our E- 
nemies by his own Example , and tv do good to them that 
hate and deſpitefully uſe us ; and yet after all this ſhall we 


delight 
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why do we ſtyle our ſelves Chriſt's Followers,if we ſo 
apparently leave the Path of hixCommandments ; 'twas 
a {mart rebuke that was given to a Coward , who bore 
the Name of Alexander, vel mutes nomen Alexandri, vel for- 
titer pugnes, either change thy Name, or ſhew thy Valor, 
the like may we ſay to all that would be thought or 
caJll'd Chriſtians, either quit that honorable Title,or an- 
{wer it by a ſuitable converſation , that the holy Name 


of Chriſt may be no more blaſphemed among you ; 


love and good Will are the badges of Chriſt's Diſciples, 
and if you delight in cruelty and blood , you may be 
more fitly ſtyled, the Diſciples of Mahomet, yea of the 
Devil himſelf, who was a Mutherer from the beginning,than 
the Servants of the meek and holy Jeſus. Away then 
with all malice and bypocriſte, and envying and evil 
ſpeaking, which elſe will bring a Scandal upon your Re- 
ligion, and miake your Name to ſtink among the Inhabitants 
of the Land, ſhew your ſelves the true Followers of Chriſt, 
by imitating the Pattern of his Goodneſs, and endeavour 
to excel] each other in all As of Fiumanity and Good Will. 


Thus bave we gone through the ſeveral Parts of the 


Text, and have ſeen it to be no leſs our honor and hap- 
pineſs than our duty to bear a Part in this Angelical 
Hymn , and to ſay, Glory beto God in the Higheſt, on 
Earth Peace, good V//ill towards Men. 

And now what remains , but that we daily mind 
and practiſe theſe heavenly Leflons, ever fetting this 
Song of the Holy Angels before us,as the rule and buſi- 
neſs of our whole Life , endeavouring in the 

Firſt Place,to advance the Glory of God, and to make 

wn ; that 


delight only in outrage and cruelty, where 1s our Chris 7 
ſtjanity , if we walk fo contrary to the Rulesof it ? Or | 


Ci / 
| that the higheſt end and ſcope of all our Actions , that 
whether we eat'or drink , or whatever we do, we may do all to the 
Glory of God ; in every thing we undertake, let us have 
an Eye to the Honor of our Maker, and either purſue or 
decline it,as we find moſt conducible to that end. The 
Pſalmiſt calls upon every thing that hath breath to praiſe the 
Lord, and tells us, that even the Wind, Hail and Vapors 
fullfil his Word, and contribute to his Praiſes, how much 
more than ought we, who were more eſpecially ordai- 
ned and qualityed for that end , become the loud and 
publick Inſtruments of his Glory. God Almighty is 
now ſhewing us a Memorable Inſtance of his infinite 
Power and Goodneſs, by preſerving our Lives, Laws, 
and what is above all, our moſt excellent Religion, gi- 
ving a ſeaſonable check to the Inlolence and violence of 
our Enemies, and {aying to them,as once he did to the 
raging Waves of the Sea, ſo far ſhall you go, and no fur- 
ther ; Let us therefore proclaim theſe marvellous Acts 
to the World, and celebrate the Mercy of God with the 
Voice of Thankſgiving,lerving him for the future with 
a greater chearfulneſs, and relying upon him with a 
more pious confidence ; ſo ſhall vve engage the Divine 
| Providence, that thus watched over us, ſtill to be awake 
for our ſecurity,and our preſent faint Praiſing of God ſhall 
be 'ere long improv'd into more glorious Hallelujabs. 
Next, Let us ftudy,by all good means, to promote 
Peace on Earth, wvhich is beſt done, by adhereing to the 
Lavvs of our Country, as the Inſtruments of Peace, 
and the meaſure of our Duty and Obedience, let us be- 
ware of Schiſm in the Church, and Sedition in the 
State, Which manifeſtly bring on Confuſion and 
every Evil Work, and may lay us open to the 
| malice 
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malice and fury of our Enemies, Our - Saviour hath told 'us, 


that a Kingdom divided againFt it ſelf cannot fland, Mark 3. 24. 
for all Diviſion natorally cauſes weakneſs, ſcattered forces we 
know may be eaftly vanquiſh'd, which yet grow potent and ir- 
reſiſtable, when embodyed, and fortifyed with Union. 

It has been and ſtill is the great deſign of our Adverſaries to 
Sow the Seeds of Diſſention among us, hoping from thence to 
reap no ſmall Advantage; they have ever fiſhd in troubled Wa- 
ters, Firſt cauſing Diviſions, and then upbraiding us with thoſe 
Seqts and Fewds, which themſelves have rais'd, this is the moſt 
Artificial and Succeſsful Engine, they have play'd againſt our 
Church.and we cannot better break the force of it anddefeat their 
pernicious Policy,then by laying afide all Religious Quarrels,and 
clofing together in a firmand happy Union, which the ſafety both 
of Church and State ſeems at preſent lowdly to call for, God Al- 
mighty bath now baniſt*d our juſt fears of Popery and Slavery, 
and nothing can make way for their return, but our own breaches, 
which it behoves us with all poſhible Care and Prudence to pre- 
vent, and that is beſt done by joyning in the Defence and Com- 
munion of onr Eſtabliſh'd Church, which hath at all times ap. 
pear*d to be the only impregnable Bullwork of the Reformation: 
Wherefore if we have any Love for our Religionand Country, if 
wetender the welfare of our ſelves and our poſterity, let us now 
unite all our Hearts and Hands,and by our Joynt Prayers and En- 
deavours ſeek the Peace and Settlement of theſe Nations, 

Lafth,let us :bound in all AQts of humanity and good will to- 
wards Men, ſhewing bowels of mercy and compaſſion, forgiving 
and forbearing one another in Love,let us often make our Neigh- 
bours Condition our own. and do that to him, which our ſelves 
would defire in the like Circumſtances, being ever ready to Aſ- 
ft him with ovr Prayers, our Counſel,or our Charity,as occaſion 
{rall require, and do to him all other good Offices that we may, 
ſo (ball we retrieve the Antient Honour and Spirit of Chriſtiani- 
ty and all good Chriſtians will be known now, as they were in 
the Primitive Times by their loving and doing good to one ano- 
ther. I ſhall conclude all with this encouragement, that by glori- 
fying God here, we ſball *ere long be glorified together with him, 
and by doing what in us lies to maintain Peace and good Will up- 
on Earth, we ſhall ſhortly enjoy eternal Reſt and Peace in the 


Regtonsof bliſs and immortality. 


Which God rant for the Merits of cus Chriſt, to whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt be 
ell Zanour and Glory Might, Dicjeity and Pominion both now and for evermare. Amen, 
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